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From the President

Mo dheagh chairdean! (Welcome
my Friends.)

Wishing all the Mothers of
Clan MacDougall Society of
North America a belated Happy
Mother's Day! We hope our
Members had a wonderful
weekend no matter how you
celebrated. I want to wish our
Chief, Morag MacDougall of
MacDougall of Dunollie a special
Mother's Day, belated, on behalf
of all of us at Clan MacDougall

Society of North America. Being a Mother is a special "job" that never ends, only evolves. It is a
blessing and brings joy in abundance. I hope each of you feel the joy and the blessings all year long.

Congratulations to each of you who are walking across the stage (whether in person or just in spirit)!
Needless to say May brings much celebration and happiness to the year. For me, we celebrated having
four children and a granddaughter, plus two graduates. It's a busy year in our own personal household.
May is here and brings with it the celebration of Mothers everywhere as well as Graduations of all ages
and studies.

The Gathering

https://www.dunollie.org/single-post/international-clan-macdougall-gathering-2024
https://scotlandintheclass.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/09/Kids_Corner_Castles.pdf?kuid=09b4f2fd-a3e7-4c16-b106-a180a41058c6&kref=https%3A%2F%2Fscotlandintheclass.com%2Fkidscorner%2F
https://cmsna.qbstores.com/all_products/all-products
http://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&pn=ROVING&nav=b8db7999-d232-49eb-aa15-446e52d6e82a


Volunteers Requested

Tanist

The Board of Directors currently has a vacancy for Tanist. The Tanist serves as the President Elect and
is primarily responsible for assisting in the coordination of Regional and State Representatives. As a
part of the Board of Directors, the Tanist would join the quarterly meetings and guide execution of the
Society's mission. Any interested parties should email president@macdougall.org for more
information.

Social Media Manager

The Communications Committee is looking for individuals interested in assisting with the management
of CMSNA's social media platforms. If you're looking to gain social media marketing experience or
looking to leverage your skills to help your Society, this is the position for you! Please email
newseditor@macdougall.org if interested in volunteering.

MacDougall Castle Series: Dunstaffnage Castle

Dunstaffnage Castle is one of Clan MacDougall's earliest castles, built while the MacDougalls
established their reign. It is believed to have been built around 1220-1240 by Duncan MacDougall, the
son of the infamous King of the Isles and the grandson of Somerled himself. As one of Scotland's
oldest stone castles, it has an illustrious history, though much of it is lost to time.

During the Wars of Independence waged by Robert the Bruce, Dunstaffnage Castle was beseiged by
Bruce and fell in 1308. The Castle remained in Royal hands until it was passed to the Campbells around
the 1460s. It remained a key figure in power struggles between the Campbells and the Royals up until
the last Jacobite Rising in 1746. The last Jacobite Rising saw Bonnie Prince Charlie attempt to retake
the throne, only to be summarily defeated at the Battle of Culloden. After his defeat, Bonnie Prince
Charlie traveled north to escape Scotland.

During his travels, Bonnie Prince Charlie met Flora MacDonald. Flora helped him to escape by
dressing him as a woman and secreting him to the Isle of Skye, a daring escape that is immortalized in
the song The Skye Boat Song . After helping Bonnie Prince Charlie to escape, Flora MacDonald was
arrested and brought to Dunstaffnage Castle before eventually being sent to the Tower of London.

A stunning example of 14th Century architecture, Dunstaffnage Castle still stands as a testament to the
impact Clan MacDougall has had on the history of Scotland.

Sources
Historic Environment Scotland

mailto:president@macdougall.org
mailto:newseditor@macdougall.org
https://www.historicenvironment.scot/visit-a-place/places/dunstaffnage-castle-and-chapel/history/


Flowers of the Forrest

Mary Cathryn Craig

From Anne Carine: We would like to send our deepest sympathy to Ian and Sarah (Craig) Nason,
(members from New Hampshire) for the passing of Sarah's mother, Mary Cathryn Craig, age 55! May
God bless Mary with peace and health in heaven now and may the family be blessed with time together
to share your precious memories of her.

2024 NYC Tartan Parade

The 2024 NYC Tartan Day Parade turned out to
be such an enjoyable day! Our group first gathered
at Bryant Park Grill where we enjoyed a lovely
meal and pleasant conversations to catch up with
one another. Our group included John and Lynn
Cowen, Dana Chandler, Heather Shaw, Caroline
Helmuth, Jon Mac Lucas, Bernadette Gooesvert,
Aaron and Eve Carine and myself.

Our MacDougall warriors then walked down 6th
Avenue enthusiastically engaging with the crowds
with our warrior cry and bubbles! Music filled the
air. Scottish heritage filled the streets! We saw kin
folk, Bonnie Jean Mac Yash for one, calling us
from the route!

We would welcome and encourage anyone to join
us next year for this experience! Reminder! Please
view more wonderful pictures from John and
Lynn Cowen on our Facebook page!



Blessings!
Anne Carine

Marriage Annoucement: Update

Anne MacDougal Carine is overjoyed
to share that four generations were
together to celebrate the marriage of her
eldest son, Adam J. Carine to Kasey
Laurel Hopewell on March 16th! The
evening was magical; for a year and a
half ago, Kasey was suffering from a
severe kidney disease and required a
kidney transplant! Her father Jim was a
match and transplant happened! Each
day is appreciated!

Congratulations, Kasey and Adam!

Contact Us

Misha Lowther
President

president@macdougall.org

VACANT
Tanist

tanist@macdougall.org

Valerie McDougall
V.P. for Membership

Kids Corner

Enjoy an activity all about Scottish castles,
straight from Scotland!

mailto:president@macdougall.org
mailto:tanist@macdougall.org


membership@macdougall.org

Scott MacDougald
V.P. for Canada

vpcanada@macdougall.org

Dana Chandler
Treasurer

treasurer@macdougall.org

Lindsay Davis
Secretary

secretary@macdougall.org

Kyle Jones
Archivist

archivist@macdougall.org
Website

www.macdougall.org

The Clan MacDougall Society of North America online store  with the Queensboro Company is your
source for official CMSNA apparel. A portion of each purchase you make directly benefits the

Society's budget and our ability to keep doing all the things you care about.
Thank you for your continued support!

Persons wishing to submit articles, photos, or items of interest may contact:
Lindsay Davis, Editor

newseditor@macdougall.org

Clan MacDougall Society of North America is a registered 501(c)(3) Nonprofit.
OUR NONPROFIT MISSION

To perpetuate Scottish culture through the collection, preservation, and distribution of literary, historical, and
genealogical materials, especially those related to Clan MacDougall and Clan MacDowall. Preservation of heritage sites

and relics is of particular importance, as is the education of our kin through learning opportunities and scholarships.
Donations in support of these causes is tax deductible in the U.S.

Membership is open to all.
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