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Welcome to our monthly report of events and activities of our Society. We are always looking for information to
share with our members, so if you have a birth or wedding or know of a special event, please send a photo along

with relevant information to president@macdougall.org.

Mo dheagh chairdean
My Good Friends

'Se tir Albann tir aosmhor agus gheibhear eachdraidh
bhrioghmhoir an dualchas againn ann an gach linn.

Scotland is an ancient land and the rich history of our heritage
is found in every epoch.

Archaeodlogical finds extend, complement and correct the record
and interpretation of history. Areas in Scotland of interest to our
Society have been blessed with particularly important
archaeological sites that have been known for a very long time.
In Galloway the area around Whithorn, perhaps the earliest
major Christian site in Scotland, has revealed vital iron age
communities engaged in manufacture and trade. In Argyle,
Kilmartin Glen is one of the most important concentrations of
Neodlithic, Bronze Age and Iron Age remains in Europe. Sites in
the Oban area have long been studied for Mesdlithic activity.

Archaeology in Scotland continues to enrich our understanding
of our heritage. In Galloway, recently completed archaeological
work on the Dunraggit bypass yielded a large number artifacts
dating from the Mesalithic to post-medieval periods. The work
uncovered the earliest known, at least to this point, Mesadlithic
dwellings in southwest Scotland. Some believe that these may
have been a hunting camp dating to 7000 BC.

A small pilot project in 2013 excavating a suspected crannog
in wetlands around the filled-in Black Loch of Myrton, near
Wigtownshire in Galloway, revealed an Iron Age loch village -
the first to have been found in Scotland, and only the third in
Britain. The site, dating from 460 BC, includes seven structures
and may have hosted agricultural, trade and manufacturing
activities. Small projects can yield major results.

Kilbride is one of the more important sites for MacDougalls and
associated families.The Parish of Kilbride is old and its history
filled with events in the lives of these families. The remaining
stone structures are in a precarious condition. The Friends of
Kilbride have informed us that Historic Environment Scotland
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has agreed to fund an architectural study on which to base a
preservation plan for the Church, the MacDougal Burial
Enclosure, and other structures at Kilbride. This is a first, but
important step, for a site with such a rich history.

This issue of the Newsletter provides a brief account of the Big
Nave Dig on the island of Lismore, an initial re-excavation
project carried out by the Lismore Community that will hopefully
be extended. Lismore is home to very old settlements and it
has yielded over time many artifacts, some of which can be
viewed in lonad Naomh Moluag, the Lismore Gaelic Heritage
Center.

The potential yield of archaeodlogical work around Dunallie
Castle is, as has been discussed often before, enormous. The
area around the castle has probably hosted human activity for
over two thousand years. As reported in the July Newsletter, a
very small excavation was carried out in the Castle Compound
at the completion of Phase Il of the Consadlidation Project. It
uncovered a wall and floor/drain which may have belonged to
the fortification of an older structure. | took the following photo,
showing the excavation trenches in front a tower on the current
outer walls of the castle compound, during my frip to Scotland in
September.

Tioraidh an-drasta

Tomas MacComhghan//Thomas Ashby McCown
Ceann-suidhe // President

A Note from our Treasurer

It is that ime again. Everyone will soon receive their annual
dues natice and request for contributions to the Society. Please
take a moment, during this busy time of year, to complete and
return your contribution and dues forms. The Society depends
100% on members' dues and contributions to continue our
fellowship and the worthy scholarships and projects we
support.
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Membership Year

Membership Dues are on a calendar year
basis ending on 31 December. Dues may
be paid, or prepaid, online for one or more
calendar years through Paypal at:
http://macdougall.org/membership-
information/

Submissions

Persons wishing to submit articles, or
photos, of interest to our newsletters may
contact:

The Editor of The Tartan at
editor@macdougall.org
or
The Editor of the Monthly
Newsletter

at:
president@macdougall.org
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The Big Nave Dig
at Lismore

The island of Lismore is around a mile wide and something over
ten miles long, lying a little north of Oban between the Lynn of
Morvern and the Lynn of Lorn. The name, Lios Mor, means
great garden. Around 561 St Moluag established a religious
community on Lismore, two years before St Coumba founded
his on lona. St. Mdluag, in fact, is reputed to have won a race
with Columba in coracles to claim the island and St Caumba
was compelled to settle on lona in consolation. The Bishopric of
Argyll was established on Lismore in 1200, encouraged by and
under the protection of Duncan, second chief of Clan
MacDougall. The island has a long intellectual history and is
rich in our heritage. In the early 16th century the Dean of
Lismore, James MacGregor, compiled the earliest anthology of
Gaelic poetry that we possess. There are two Gaelic poems to
MacDougalls in W.J. Watson's selection from this book,
Bardachd Albannach - Scottish Verse from the Book of the
Dean of Lismore. Alexander Carmichael, callector of oral
traditions and author of the multivolume Carmina Gadelica, was
born and raised on Lismore. St Moluag's pastoral staff, or
Bachuil Mar, is still kept in the community. The
MacDhunsleibhe or MacLea family, who changed their name to
Livingston, are hereditary custodians of the staff. Walter
MacDougall describes his 1981 visit with Alastair Livingston,
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Baron of Bachuil, keeper of the staff in Chapter 5 of Journeying
in MacDougall Country

The precise location of the site where Saint Moluag founded his
religious community is unknown, but a medieval cathedral sat
on the site of the current parish Church and some of cathedral
features are seen in its walls.
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In August of this year a community archaeology project spent a
week digging to reveal and interpret the Nave and tower of the
mediaeval cathedral. Archaeologists Clare Ellis and Mark
Thacker were on hand to guide the work and interpret the
findings. At a conference in Oban this last September, Robert
Hay, of the Lismore Historical Society, described the
relationship between the medieval building and the parish
church:

The nave and west tower of the Cathedral of Argyll fell into
ruins after the Reformation, serving as a quarry of good
stone for new buildings, including the Lismore manse. The
chancel was cut down in height and converted into the
parish church.

In the 1950s archaedlogists traced the outline of the
medieval building and confirmed the existence of a tower
at the west end. However, after 60 years, the footings can
no longer be traced, and there is no safe access to the
area.

Hay went on to describe the Lismore Nave Prgject, or more
popularly, the Big Nave Dig:

The Lismore Nave Project, which is expect to last for more
than one year is a joint undertaking by Lismore Parish
Church and Lismore Historical Society to reveal the outline
of the building, ensure the preservation of the remains,
arrange public access, and provide interpretation. The first




year of work in August 2016, involving a "Community Dig"
was funded by the Heritage Lottery Fund and carried out
under the supervision of Argyll Archaeology (supported by
Historic Environment Scotland). It is hoped to be able to
find out when the nave and tower were built by sampling
the mortar exposed by the dig.

The dig started in torrential rain. The first stage, carried out this
year, was confined to re-opening three trenches dug in the
1950s to confirm the findings of that dig. This year's work did
find that the earlier work had left deposits of mixed bones:
human, cattle, sheep, dog, roe deer, possibly red deer and
other species. These were respectfully cleaned, will be
identified, and then re-interred.

There is considerable work yet to be done. For example: dating
the building work from mortar samples; radiocarbon dating
uncovered bones; exposing, interpreting and conserving
remaining nave and tower walls; and continued surveying of
local walls and buildings for Nave sandstone.

The Community plans, finance permitting, to be at work again
in August.







